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This study is focusing on the continuity and discontinuity from efforts of local
communities for disaster prevention in pre-disaster period to their coping actions
after disasters and to their long-term recovery practices toward community restoration
and regeneration. We point out the concepts of “vulnerability” and “resilience” as keys in
order to relate post-disaster coping actions and long-term recovery practices to
pre-disaster efforts.

In order to analyze the linkage of pre-disaster and post-disaster social structures,
we have done three categories of researches.

(1) Reference surveys ( classifying and analyzing of documents, papers, articles and
statistical data ) and In-depth Interviews with community leaders, social reformers
and other researchers, referring to the disaster-affected local communities such as



those hit by Tyuetu Earthquake, Tyuetu-Oki Earthquake, Noto-Peninsula
Earthquake, and Miyake-Island Volcano Eruption and so fotth.

(2) Reference surveys and in-depth interviews to the people who live in steep slope
areas, especially in Chugoku region, on the residential condition, vulnerability and
their efforts to cope with.

(3) Making up of the theoretical framework in order to connect post-disaster coping
actions and long-term recovery practices to pre-disaster efforts, with a view to
rethinking of the vulnerability and resilience.
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