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Urbanized areas of Kobe City had concentrated damages, reflecting social trends in the inner-city where
population density was high, and row houses or tenement houses mainly built of seismically vulnerable
wooden construction were mainly occupied by lower income households. In areas designated of land
readjustment, tenants found it difficult to return and industry moved out. In Mikura Nagata with the
help of voluntary groups and specialists, community organizations responded to housing problems and
the reconstruction plan by carrying out the co-housing project. The intentions were to enable the victims
including tenants, workers and enterprises of the local industry and the elderly to restore their everyday
life. Although the outcome of co-housing it self was limited to the return of eight households, the
building process provided the bases for continuing community-based activity.Now the Mikura area is
facing a new era.The regeneration of economy, and appropriate land use based on careful decision
making within the local society is necessary.
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